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Cal Poly Ethnic Studies to Present Award-Winning Cuban Filmmaker Oct. 22
SAN LUIS OBISPO — The Cal Poly Ethnic Studies Department will present award-
winning Cuban filmmaker Miguel Coyula for a presentation titled "Digital Independent
Filmmaking in Cuba" and a screening of his film "Memorias del Desarrollo" on
Tuesday, Oct. 22. Both events are free and open to the public.
Coyula’s presentation will be held from 11:10 a.m. to noon in the Performing Arts
Center Pavilion. Coyula will discuss issues involved with digital independent
filmmaking in Cuba and what it means to work outside of the mainstream film
industry.
A screening of Coyula’s award-winning 2010 film, "Memorias del Desarrollo," or
"Memories of Overdevelopment," will take place from 6 to 8:30 p.m. in Spanos
Theatre. Guests are invited to remain after the screening for a conversation with the
filmmaker.
In 2009, Coyula was awarded a Guggenheim fellowship to develop "Memorias del
Desarrollo."The film is a follow-up to the 1968 Cuban classic, “Memorias del
Subdesarrollo.” It has garnered 20 awards since its release and was proclaimed the
best Cuban film of the year by the International Film Guide.
In the film, Coyula follows an intellectual who leaves the Cuban revolution and the
country’s “underdevelopment” only to discover alienation and mixed ideologies in the
“developed” world. The event addresses issues of identity and debate that currently
shadow the digital media industry in Cuba.
Born in 1977 in Havana, Cuba, Coyula is known for using digital technology to blend
genres and formats to create innovative methods of storytelling. He produced his
first film, "Red Cockroaches," on a budget less than $2,000 while studying in New
York with a. It was released in 2003.
The events are co-sponsored by the Office of the President, the departments of
modern languages and literatures, history, and women’s and gender studies; the
liberal arts engineering studies program; the Center for Expressive Technologies; the
College of Liberal Arts’ Lottery Speakers Fund; the Chicano Latino Faculty and Staff
Association; and the CSU Entertainment Industry Initiative.
Links
- Cal Poly College of Liberal Arts: http://www.cla.calpoly.edu/
About Cal Poly’s College of Liberal Arts
The College of Liberal Arts comprises 15 departments and two interdisciplinary
programs, offering highly selective programs in the arts, humanities, communications
and social sciences. Providing nearly a third of the university’s instruction, the college
serves as an essential component of liberal arts education for all students at Cal
Poly. The college fosters excellence within its cutting-edge disciplinary and
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interdisciplinary courses while diversifying, extending and enriching the broader
polytechnic environment.
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